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08, August 2017

Dear

Challenges faced by Menphys in its relationship with Leicestershire County Council

| am writing to you and to all Leicestershire Members of Parliament to canvass your support
and hopefully intervention in issues that Menphys (a registered charity supporting children
and young people with disabilities and their families in Leicestershire) is experiencing in its
relationship with Leicestershire County Council. Firstly | would like to provide you with a
brief history of our charity and secondly explain the challenges which we are now facing and
the potential consequences for the disabled community in the county if the County Council
pursues its present policy.

Menphys was formed in 1970, initially to provide brief respite care for parents and carers
with disabled babies and toddlers. We rapidly became a registered charity and a company
limited by guarantee. During the seventies the need for support for disabled children under
the age of five was identified and a nursery school was built. Menphys acquired the land for
this purpose in Launceston Road, Wigston and raised over £500,000 via fund raising events
and public donations. This nursery school known as the Menphys Centre (a maintained
nursery school) celebrated its 40" anniversary this summer at an event attended by our
patron and president. The charity retains the freehold of the Menphys Centre and has
granted a long lease to the County Council at a peppercorn rent, the Council being
responsible for the maintenance and repair of the property. Despite this the Council has had
difficulty in maintaining the property to a reasonable standard and three years ago the
charity was asked to pay for repairs and improvements. The cost of these works was
£92,000 which the charity raised and provided from its reserves.
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In the late 1980s the need for a second nursery school for disabled children in the county
was identified. Leicestershire C.C. provided land adjoining Sketchley Hill Primary School in
Burbage and Menphys set to raising nearly £700,000 to build a second nursery school, which
was opened in 1992. Both nursery schools are maintained by the County Council and the
staff are employed by the Council. The links between the charity and the nursery schools
remains strong; the charity often supporting fundraising efforts to improve the facilities at
both schools.

The activities of Menphys and the way we support disabled children and young people is set
out in our website (www.menphys.org.uk). For over twenty years our main activity has been
the support we have given to the disabled community via the Menphys Special Outreach
Service (SOS). From our base in Whetstone our outreach workers provide support and
guidance to families with disabled youngsters throughout Leicestershire and Leicester.
During this time we have supported 5280 families and last year alone (2016/17) we assisted
450 families. My fellow trustees and myself have received many unsolicited testimonials
from council officers and members, as well as from parents and carers. The gist of these

testimonials has been, the Council cannot provide such a professional and caring service as
that provided by Menphys and certainly not as economically and as efficiently as Menphys
does. In 2013 an independent assessment of the added value provided by Menphys showed
that for every £1 spent on Menphys SOS, over £7.20 benefit was provided to the disabled
community.

For many years SOS has held a contract with Leicestershire County Council to provide the
outreach service. From 2013 to 2015 the Council paid Menphys £213,700 p.a. for this
service and in 2015 the contract was extended for a further two years to March 2017,
however no additional funding was provided and Menphys continued to receive

£213,700 p.a. It was acknowledged by council officers that the benefit to the Council
exceeded this sum and further that Menphys subsidised the service from its own fundraising
and reserves.

In autumn 2016 we were advised that the service provided so effectively by Menphys over
many years was to be put out to competitive tender. This was accepted by us and we
advised the Council that we intended to bid for the contract. We were asked to provide
details of the outreach workers who provided the service since a successful bidder (other
than Menphys) would have to take over these members of our staff under the Transfer of
Undertakings Protection of Employment (TUPE) legislation. Prior to submitting our bid
members of our staff attended presentations, together with other potential bidders, made
by council officers, where we were advised to be imaginative in our bid. However we were
advised that the two year contract of offer was only for the sum of £170,000 p.a., although
the Council expected the successful bidder to provide much the same service as Menphys
had provided for the last four years when payments of £213,700 p.a. had been received. We
submitted a bid offering to perform the responsibilities we had successfully discharged for
many years, but suggesting that as in recent years we had needed to subsidise the service to
the tune of approximately £40,000 p.a. from public donations, we could not increase this
subsidy to approximately £85,000 or more allowing for the effects of inflation. Our bid was
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made on the basis that the consideration on offer would be the figure we had received for
the last four years i.e. £213,700.

In mid-February we were advised that our bid was non-compliant and were invited to a
meeting at County Hall with council officers. At this meeting we were advised that our bid
was non-compliant as we were not prepared to accept a yearly amount on offer and further
that no other bids for the contract had been made. The officers attending this meeting
stated that they had no strategy in place to cover the eventuality of there being no
compliant bids (the Menphys contract coming to an end on 31 March 2017) , that they
were inexperienced and had little or no knowledge of the services that Menphys had been
providing to the community of disabled children. The officers stated that they were
intending to carry out a review and asked for the assistance of Menphys in carrying out this
review. Menphys realising that without our input into this review there was the potential for
our clients to be disadvantaged by the Council’s lack of preparation, agreed to assist. We
anticipated that there would be a realisation at County Hall that there was considerable
merit in the local authority and Menphys working together. This was particularly true in
respect of summer play schemes for disabled children, the Council having made no
provision whatsoever for this feature which is so vital for parents of disabled children over
the summer school holidays. Even in February parents and carers were expressing concerns
at the failings of the County Council in this regard. After considerable delays by the Council
they agreed to extend Menphys’ existing contract until 30" September 2017 at a
consideration of £106,850 for this six month period, with the Council holding an option to
extend this for a further three months to 31st December at a pro rata consideration.

Menphys’ officers have met with Council officers monthly since as part of the supposed
review process. However it soon became clear that the Council officers were intending to
take the service provided by Menphys in house and wanted Menphys to assist them to do
so. It was the view of my fellow trustees and myself that to take the service in house would
not benefit the children we serve, nor would any cost savings be generated for the Council. |
requested a meeting with Ivan Ould CC (lead member for Children and Young People
Services) and the Director. This meeting was held on 2™ June attended by Ivan Ould , his
deputy Trevor Pendleton CC, senior officers of the County Council and Rob Wade

(Menphys trustee) and myself.

On behalf of Menphys | presented the case that Menphys believed that what the Council
was working towards was a much reduced and poorer service for disabled children and
further that in effect the Council would overall be expending further monies by its strategy
rather than effecting cost savings. The council officers refused to accept that by taking the
service in house the Council would be faced with considerable costs of TUPE taking on the
Menphys staff presently providing the service. It is fair to say that in recent weeks there has
been some reconsideration by the Council on this point. During the meeting a council officer
stated that the Council wished to work in partnership with Menphys. When asked what
monies the Council was prepared to commit to this partnership the reply was nothing. It
was said that at some time in future years the Council may wish to commission some service
from Menphys. | had to point out to the council officers that if the Council was not prepared
to offer any monies for the foreseeable future, Menphys would inevitably have to make
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staff redundant and that there would be no professional Menphys team for the Council to
commission in years to come. Menphys cannot suffer a loss of income of £213,700 p.a. and
continue to employ staff in the possibly forlorn hope that the County Council may wish to
purchase some services in the distant future. Unfortunately the council officers showed a
lack of understanding of this point.

On 11%" July | wrote to Ivan Ould with a proposal that | believed was both beneficial to the
children we serve and to the Council. | proposed that Menphys would continue to provide
its existing service under the extended contract until 31% December 2017 and would then
continue with the service until 31% March 2018, but would not receive any payment from
the Council for the period 1t January to 31st March 2018. This would equate to the sum of
£170,000 which the Council has already allocated for 2017/18. During the autumn of this
year the Council would put the service provided by Menphys out to tender for 2018/19 with
a consideration of £170,000; this sum already having been allocated in the tender process in
autumn of last year. Menphys would bid for this contract and any other provider would be
free to do so. On 2" August | received an email from Ivan Ould stating that he had every
confidence in the council officers and a letter from a senior officer rejecting this proposal.
The reasons for doing so | believe are flawed. Although the council officer insists that the
Council wishes to continue to work in partnership with Menphys they appear to require our
charity to subsidise the Council to an even greater degree.

In the very near future | anticipate that the strategy of the Council will come into the public
domain as we will have to advise the families we support and our staff as to the changes
that we will have to make to protect the rest of the valuable work we carry out for disabled
children. Already, mainly as a result of the failings of the County Council relating to this
year’s summer play schemes, numerous complaints and concerns about the Council have
been received by Menphys and have been passed to Ivan Ould as a result of his request that
they be forwarded to him. | believe that these complaints will escalate in the coming
months.

| shall be obliged if you will use your good offices to attempt to persuade the County Council
of the very real benefits of my proposal to lvan Ould of 11" July. | recognise that we are in a
period of austerity. The needs of austerity have been addressed in my proposal and indeed
in the view of my trustees and myself the Council is not only intending to offer to the
disabled children of Leicestershire a much reduced and poorer service, but is putting the
council tax payers of Leicestershire to greater expense.

If there are any points set out above upon which you would like clarification please ring me
on my home number 0116 2858664 or | will be happy to meet you in your constituency
office. | apologise for this long and detailed letter but | believe that to understand the issues
fully this information is needed.

Yours sincerely

lan Knight, Chair
Tel: 0116 2858664 and Email; idknight @btinternet.com
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